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Instructing the Navajoe lad to follow
me the next dsy with the provisions. I
mounted and rode slowly out toward the |
long stretch of coumtry.
few trick maneavers aod soon feit per-
feclly at ease. My nctions were viewed
by the young Navajoe with open-
mouthed wonderment.
strapge two-wheeled affair that he had
besn ecarrving seemed nmever to have
dawned upon his eonception, althongh
during the jonrney to Maybelos T had
canght him more than once ogling the
concern, and handling it very ginger-
ly. He was indeed puzzied. I rodea
distance with my legs over the handle-
bars, aud then dismoonted suddenly o
la leap-frog. This cu'\pod the climax,

and the last T ever saw of Navajoe he |

was malking his reputation as & sprint-
er at w 2:30 gsit in the opposite direc-
| tion.
|  But to my story: I rode out nupon the
old path nud found the scil as 1 had ex-
pected, hard snd level. Striking so
casy rate of speed | was away; my ride
had commenced. | had ridden possibly
2 mile, when I observed to the east and
a little way ahead of me, a tiny wreath

of blue smoke—I had to look twice to |

dnlingm‘sh it from vapor—rising from
s clnmp of pines. [ koew what 1t was.
It told me that there was a camp there.

half-breeds and red-skin trappers were
| resting thereabouts. Whether my way
| lay directiy to this spot or not I was at
a loss then to tell. As 1 procesded.how-
ever, this proved to be the fact I was
not exactly satisfied what course to
| pursue, but recollecting that siace our
stay in the region none of our party

I executed a |

The use of the |

| enrs as they percelved me, sent & ‘ehill
| through my whole bedy. 1 saw them
turn their mustangs quick to the left
This unexpected movement indicated
that they had not known my where- |
abouts before, but were merely follow-
| ing the direction I had taken when |
last seen.  In turning sharp toward me
it was their intention to overtake me
lmmedmtely This maneuver allowed |
me to gain greatly upen them. and I

| foit sure that I could out-distance |
their mistake |

them, but soon secing
they resumed their former course, evi-
dently satisfied to intercept my way at
the un-’_'ie
hands fall, and aithongh [ had a good
half-mile lead, | needed every inch of
it. What 8 race it would bel The
stakes were well worth winning, too—
especially to me!

\:a-er aud nearer came the “Ring-
ers” ns the distance to the anglede-
creased. Slowly but sarely they were
gaining! 1 could kLear the hoof-beats
piainly now. As for myself 1 was be-
coming exhausted. The strain upon
my nerves was terrible. Of a sudden a

S M

I guessed the rest: a roving band of |

bad ever regeived bodily injury from |

the *‘ringers,” 1 resolved to continue

ray way. attreeting as little attention |

as possible. Perchance 1 eould pass
them unobserved. As I npeared the
place 1 found that my course was
twelve or more rods from
the camp wis.
| of some shrubs which lined the trail
for & considerabls distance at this
point, T was able to reconnoiter. There
were fifteen “ringers™” in all Four of
thess were half-breeds, five native In-
dians, three Apache and the remainder
wles. 1 must confess that 1 would
hove given a little for the privilege of
altering the sitnation somewhat. How-
ever, | saw that 1 was “in for it,"
and placing my feet resclutely to the
pedals 1 continued &t an inereased
speed. I saw that | would be obliged
to leave the friendly cover of the
shrubbervy ere long, and pass over a
streteh of about Gva rods unsereened.
1 conld make this distance without being
discoversd I was safe. 1 resolved to
try. Selting the pedals revoiving mer-
rily I flew oot from the bushes and
acress the intervening space at o high
'qr-unl 1 was half way across and be-
rinning to breathe much easier, when I
suw, coming slong the trail a few feet
ahead of me, a big Creole butk carry-
inga huge gourd filled with water ev-
idently from o spring near by. At that
instnnt he cauglit sightef me. 1 will
never forgeithe look that came over
lsis face. With a yell that wonld hava
made a steam-whistle Llush in envy, he
sprang into the air and, dropping his
gourd, feil headforemost in the patch.
This wus besutiinl state of aifeirs
for me! Hearing his of alurm
his companions had jumped as one
man, and stood gazing transfixed in
ktaine-like amazement at the sirange
geens that must hove greeted their
eves. The next minute both wheels of
my machine had passed over the neck
of the prostrate Creole and I had dis-
appesred into the shrubbery. Tue
| pesder may surmise that I did not dis-
mount and return to ascertain wheticr
yr not | had erushed the breath ont of
Lhe uul'-_rru.r..u-‘. Creole’s body. On tl
sontrary 1 put spurs to oy steed, as
and dashed on foster »tl
apprehensions  wera thoroug
uronsed. The guestion foroed itse
wy mind: **What will the result of
peenrrence be—will the %
I feit sure that
gusly injured the Creole his compenions
would ecrtainly follow me, for by the
Ll vee of revenge 18 n med as
of the noblest instincts, and the great-
incentive to belligerent effort, 1
lm.l pot long to wait {or ..n answer. My
| alert ears detected the sound of hoof
beat=: | was being pursuad! I observed
that there was one fact at
advantage, my wheel leftno mark upon
the trail as the earth was so 'Iilnu-,'.:.nl.':-'
hard. If the *“‘ringers” really meant
business they would be obli to em-
thear
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Under cover |

I BIOT INTO THE ATR

thought flashed throngh my brain that

| well-nigh paralyzed me. About half a
mile seuth of the siation the trail
crossed a ravine one hundredand thirty
| feet im depth. There had formerly
been n rude bridge there, but the ac-
tion of the elements had long since de-
molished this structure, and I recol-
lected that upon my last jourmey over
the trail 1 had bLeen obliged to cross
| this gulley upon a narrow plank at
least twenty feet in length. If I could
reach this place before the ‘‘ringers”
and crossing, draw the plank after me,
[ I would be safe—but supposing the
| “ringrra" reach there first; snd worst
| of all, what if the plank be gone entire-
lvl ‘The thought was sickening!

My attention at this peint was at-
tracted to my pursuers. One of the
number had been precipitated from his
suddie. This event caused the whole
party to draw rein for an instant, but
they were shortly to hoof again with
renewed strength. I could distinguish
their apgry voiees as they came on. I
lnokked shead snd estimated the dis-
tance. It was a good twe miles at
jeast to the ravine, for 1 had covered

roely five miles of the plateau. The
sringers” had gained upon me, so that
I would have only about sixty rods
lend at the angle. Tt was ot leasta
quarter of n mile from thers to the
| ravine. Conld I make it? Indeed it
beaame n question, too, of whether my
strength would last! Strong and vig-
orous a5 I was, I had been subjected to
condition that wonld tend to annibilate
the most Herculean anatemy.

Inch by inch they pained as  we
newred the ravine. What if the plunk
were not there! My bloed turned cold
ot the thought. 1 strained my eyes to

Yes, thank Heavenl there
Epun scross the dark
could 1 dismount and
the *“‘Hingers” overtook
I went. The infinitesi-
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| But the great, ugly beast never molests

| little ereature keeps a faithful watch
| over her huge friend. As the rhinoc-
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STRANGE FRIENDSHIP.

The Ehinoeceros Hird and Its Straage
Hisslon in Life.

The rhinoceros is neithera very safe
nor pleasant companion for man or
beast. When provoked he charges with
terrible fury upon anything that hap-
pens to be in his way, trampling it undar-
footand tearing it to pieces with his great
horn. The natives, however, who live
in the country where he is found, hunt
him for his fiesh, which they eat: for
his horns, which they form into drink-
ing cops and various other articles,
and for his hide, which is so impen-
etrable that nothing can be found of

which to muke shiclds that will so well
protect their naked bodies from the
arrows and spears of their enomies.

He has, however, one friend—a
lovely little brown bird, that, instead

of living in trees, as other birds do,
aelects the back of the rhinoceros for
her home, and except to build her nest
—whiok no one has ever sncceeded in
finding—and while resring her young ‘
seldom quits it

A strange pair of friends, indeed.
his little companion, but allows her to
ride upon his back wherever he goes
and even to probe and priek into his +
heavy skin: and when ha les down he
will turn on one side, and then on the |
other, to enable the bird to search for |
the insect that troubles him. |

In return for this accommodation the | |-

eros cannot see very well with hia
small and decp-set cyes, partly on ac-
count of their position in his strangely
shaped head, and partly because his
great horn is in the way, it isnot dificult
to upp-nncn him. But the bird's eye-
sight is very keen, and, fiying away at
the first approach of danger, she
awalkens the short-sighted brute’'s at-
tention by = shrill ery of warning.

If the rhinoceros huppens to be asleep
+when the hunters draw near the faith-
ful little ereature pulls at the ear of
her unconscious friend and shricks into
it until she succeeds in awakening him
and making him aware of his danger.—
X. Y. World.

AN EDUCATED ROBIN.

Taoght by = Nightingale te Imitate All
1ts Notes.

A most cremarkable instance of &
Fyoung pupll s not only imitating but
far surpassing his tutor is related by
an English gentleman whe owned &
large aviary, :oumbering no less than
three hundred and sixty-six inhabit-
ants, all first-rate somgsters; and his
fume as an cmoateur was widespread
Among tha multitude of his wvisitors |
wis g friend who informed him that a
relative of his was possessed of a most
wonderful bird that he should much
likn to have him see end hear. He
took the address, and went at an early
day to sce the prodigy. On entering
the honse referred to and presenting
his card, he was at oncs ushered into a
drawing-room. He there saw two
cages—nightingale cages — suspended |
on the wall. One of them, with a
nightingale in it, had an open front;
the other had a green curtain drawn

| down over the front coancealing the in-

mate.

After a little eonversation on ornith-
ology, the host asked him if he shonld
like to hear oneof his nightingales sing.
Of vourse he was all expectation. Flac-
iug bim beneath the cage, and drawing

THE ENTCATED EOEIN.

up the curtain before alluded to, the bird
above, at a whistle from his maxter,
broke intoa suceession gf strains that
wever honrd sprpassed by avy night-
: After listening some time, and
expressing his astonishment at the Irm,g
repeated efforts of the performer, soun-
nsuil, he ssked to be allowed a sight of
himn. Permission was granted: the cur
tuin was raised, and be saw before him
—a rokin
This bird bad been brought up under
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PRINTERS, BINDERS AND BLAK BOOK MBS

All kinds nf connty, township and achool distriet
records asd blanks. Legal blanks of every dme-
eription. Cempleta stock of Justice’s deckets and
bianks. Jcb printing of all Xinds, We bind law
and medical joarnals and magasine poriodicals of all
kinds at prices as low as Chicage and New York and
guarantee work just as geod. Orders sent by manll
will be carefoliy atteanded to. Address all business e

R P. MURDOCE,

SCALE BOOKS!
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FAIRBANKS! | #

Whon ordericg state WEHAT farm 18
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SPECIAL.

©Our Bsale Hooks are Printed op Good
Paper.

FPRICE LIST:
Bingle Book.. ... vovnecscscnisesndp TH
Three HooKS. ....ccconvavnsnninsces. 500
dix Books @-ererees 378
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ddrens,
THE WICHITA EAGLE,
Wichitea, Konsas

l. P. MURDOCK, Business Mauager
S Srdere by mali Lo plly siiended Lo

suspiclons.
“How did Bflger make his money?
“See hers, you must be trying to get
me into & slander suit or you wouldn't
ask such a question as that™—Chi-
cagy News
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h satare s aonstantly giving in the shap
pimpies, emptions, ul s et Thes
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GET WELL.
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Citas, Heatow, 73 Laurel st . Phila.
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AR Taps Mary.

“Clara, 'm engaged to be married
already, and I've only been hero two
days."”

“You sweet thing!
man?®™

*Dear me, how unfortunate!l He fors
got W give me his card " —Chicago
Newn

Who is the huppy

And Back Agatln,

“WMiems de Trop had on the longest
gloves last night that [ ever saw. She
buttoned thews from ber wrist to ber ok
bow.™

“That's nothing. Mr girl buttons
hers all the way from home to the the
ater."—Chicarn News

Things You De Not Kabw,
Bpiders have cightcyea
Fish are always sold alive in Japan.
Gypsies originally came from India
Silk worms are sold by the poumd in
Chioa.
The savings bank was invented by »
elergyman.
In battle only one ball qut of eighty-
ﬁvn takes effect
Lapianders often skate a distance of
ene hundred and fifty miles & day.
| AN the chickens in ths western part
of French Guinena are pearfectly whita
A mosquito has twenty-two “teeth”
in the end of his bill. eleven above and
thésame oumber below.

and 2,00 Dest Doogola, fof 1
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ut insist on kavine W,
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namd apd price st ped u\ﬂ
bottom. 5Sold by

NEFFS SHOESTORE|

522 E. Douglas.
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